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Happy New Year 

With the beginning of a new year ahead of us, 
I'd like to take a moment to reflect on the year behind 
us. First and foremost, my kudos goes out to all our 
pilots. Because of your safety conscious attitudes 
and careful decision making, we have enjoyed 
another safe, accident free year in 2011. Let's 
continue our excellent safety record in 2012! 
Remember...complacency has no place in the 
cockpit. Merriam-Webster's definition of 
complacency: "self-satisfaction accompanied by 
unawareness of actual dangers or deficiencies." It's 
a very bad mix. Never let your guard down. 

Secondly, I want to give a great big "thank you" 
to all of you who have volunteered your time and 
efforts for the club this past year. I know we don't say 
it enough, but please know that your efforts are 
recognized and appreciated. Because of your hard 
work, this club continues to provide its services in 
spite of a struggling economy and soaring fuel 
prices. You continue to make the Flying Country 
Club one of the best deals for pilots in the Quad 
Cities area. 

Lastly, looking forward to the New Year, I 
believe 2012 is going to be an excellent year for us! I 
believe we will see opportunities for exciting new 
developments in the club. We will be contacting each 
of you in the near future, requesting your input 
regarding the future direction of the club. Stay tuned! 
More to come! 

Blue skies! Stay safe! 

Gene Fildes, President 

 

Shares are for Sale 

We love those people who are in the 7 share 

category, because they‟re paying premium rates 

on flight time.  It‟s not that we want to kill that 

revenue, but there are people who have moved on 

after their time with the Club who have shares for 

sale.  I keep a list of those people who are 

interested in selling shares, and can email that list 

to someone.  So this is an option for people 

looking to upgrade their share category.  You can 

always buy shares from the Club.  That money 

goes straight into the Club bottom line.  If you‟re 

interested in the Shares for Sale list please 

contact me at englishdj@mchsi.com and I will 

email that list to you. – Dennis English, Secretary 

Headset for Sale 

Flightcom 5dx headset with a Shorty's E6B 

Flight Calculator. It is listed on CraigsList here  at: 

quadcities.craigslist.org/for/2780638072.html. or 

contact me, Corey Wieckhorst, at (563)676-1376 
 

 

 

December Flight Time    www.flyingcc.org         
Aircraft  Hrs Last Annual Fuel Surcharge     
N5303L   2.6 September 2011   $5.00/hour           Local ASOS Numbers  
N80213               11.8 November 2011 $6.00/hour                Moline  309-799-7096 

N6231F   4.1 July 2011 $6.00/hour  Davenport 563-388-2154 

N8114F   0.0 July 2011 $7.00/hour  Clinton  563-243-8934   

N2516V   9.0 October 2011 $8.00/hour  Muscatine 563-263-0902 

Total Hours:  27.5        (Down from 47.7 in Nov)     Dues Paying Members: 45  
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Archer II Progress Report 

The Archer paint project is fluid right now.  The 

Wings, ailerons, flaps are painted.  Mark Conner has 

performed magic on the cowling, repairing the 

fastening back up plates and things like that.  I 

believe it‟s now at the paint shop in Davenport.  

Once the cowling is painted white, it will be installed 

on the airplane.  Then the dark red color will be 

painted.  I believe all of the parts we need to finish 

the project are available now, and even the “N” 

numbers will be installed on short notice by a local 

firm.  The right wing is installed, but both wings are 

“loose” so Jim Goetsch can install the rubber seal 

after the red paint is on.  A lot of things will come 

together in a short time, and we‟ll have our „looking 

like new‟ airplane back in service. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

QCIA TSA Chief Change 

A short article on the business page of the 

Dispatch-Argus December 21
st
 announced that 

David Dailey is replacing Rick Gordon as the new 

federal security director at MLI.  Mr. Gordon was 

promoted to another site.  Mr. Dailey has been 

assistant federal security director at MLI for the past 

two years. 

Remember a couple years ago we went through 

a learning curve when Mr. Gordon took over TSA at 

MLI.  Let‟s see what this change brings, and be on 

our toes.  Make sure you‟re doing correct security 

procedures at all times anyway, but now someone 

may be watching us more closely.  
 

Funnybone 

Shortly after a British  Airways flight had 

reached its cruising altitude, the captain 

announced: 'Ladies  and Gentlemen, this is your 

Captain.  Welcome to Flight 293, non -stop 

from London  Heathrow to Toronto.  The 

weather ahead is good, so we should have a 

smooth uneventful fligh t.  So sit back, 

relax  and ...  OH, MY GOD!!'  

(Silence followed! ) 

Some moments later the capt ain came 

back on the intercom.   

'Ladies and gentlemen, I'm sorry if I 

scared you.  While I was talking to you, a 

flight attendant accidentally spilled a cup of 

hot  coffee in my lap.  You should see the front 

of my pants!'  

One Iri sh passenger yelled... 'For f*#k's 

sake...You should see the back of mine!!!'  

 

Annual Club Christmas Party 
Those who attended the Christmas party at 

Old Chicago on December 15
th

 had a great time 

sharing stories, exchanging information, meeting 

spouses, eating pizza, and tipping some adult 

beverages.  Look at the smile on Gene‟s face in 

the picture below: You can tell he‟s having fun! 

 

 
 

You can also tell Sue and Charlie Typinski 

are having a good time, and look at the smiles on 

every one else.  If you didn‟t attend you missed a 

fun time with people who share your love of 

flying and let‟s not forget the good food. 
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Aircraft Reservation Rules 

About 8 years ago the Club was having some 

issues with aircraft reservations as it pertained to 

usage.  After listening to members the board 

thoroughly discussed the issues, and created the 

following policy.  This policy was published in a 

newsletter in 2003, but is worth sharing with 

everyone.  Many of us are new since it was 

originally published. 
 

Members and Associate Members will be 

limited in making advance reservations to the 

following: 

1. A weekend is defined as any combination of 

Friday, Saturday, or Sunday.  In other words, 

for purposes of this rule a single weekend day 

will not count as a weekend. 

2. A weekend in progress is a weekend already 

begun.  In other words it is a Friday after 6 

p.m. through Sunday 6 p.m. 

3. No more than three weekends in advance shall 

be reserved by any member or associate 

member, and no more than two weekends at a 

time can be reserved within one 30 day period. 

4. A reservation that begins in one weekend, and 

ends within another weekend is considered to 

be a two weekend reservation under this rule. 
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5. If a member, or associate member, does not 

have a reservation for the subject weekend in 

progress, finds an aircraft not in use for an 

open period in that weekend, and itôs during 

the 7 days before that weekend, that person 

may reserve the aircraft without it counting 

towards their maximum weekend reservation 

limitation. 

6. This rule does not apply to either the Cessna 

C172 (N80213) or the Cessna C152 (N5303L).  

This rule applies to all other aircraft 

considered as a group. 

7. Application for variance to this rule may be 

made to the board in writing at least 4 weeks 

prior to the requested variance.  The Board of 

Directors of the Flying Country Club, Inc. 

may grant a variance to the rule with a simple 

majority of sitting board members.  Approval 

may be conducted by electronic vote such as 

email or telephone poll certified by the 

Secretary. 

 

Annual Shareholderôs Meeting 
Another reminder to save Saturday, February 

18, 2012 to attend the Club‟s Annual Shareholderôs 

Meeting at the CAP Headquarters Building on the 

north side of the airport grounds.  Coffee/soda and 

donuts are available at the 8 am social period, and 

the meeting starts at 9 am sharp….sometimes! 

Shareholders of record December 31, 2011 will 

receive their proxy statement in the mail sometime in 

February.  It‟s important to return the proxy.  When 

you attend the meeting the proxy is returned to you 

at the door. 

 

 
 

Shareholders listen to Treasurer Joe Gallagher go 

through the Club financial report during the 2010 

meeting. 
 

Opinion: FAA User Fees 
This is an answer posed to Avweb.com re aders 
about whether the FAA should charge user 
fees.  ð Ed. 

This question is a great one. I'm pretty sure 

that I'm in the vast minority of Americans on this 

issue, but we see it time and again.  

Using our tax dollars, the Government takes 

over a segment of o ur nation and then argues that 

the users of that segment need to pay to enjoy it. 

To my mind, this is akin to Disney Corp. buying, 

building and operating a theme park on my buck 

and then charging me for admission.  

The FAA, an agency of the U.S. Government 

that is wholly dependent on the tax dollars coming 

out of the pockets of all U.S. citizens, mandates 

that pilots carry and use its charts whenever 

flying in American airspace. Then, citing budgetary 

constraints (e.g. they're not going to get the 

number of tax dollars they wish), they charge 

taxpayers, again, for the privilege of using their 

product.  

These sorties into our pockets are always 

steeped in terms of the "fairness" involved in 

having those who use the services pay for them.  

This argument fails th e sniff test when we 

remind [people] that the government is 100 

percent funded by all of us already and that the 

expenses incurred by the government are 

mandated by the government. So no, I don't think 

we should have to pay extra for FAA e -charts.  
Bob Greene online 

 

8 Aircraft Destroyed in Hangar Fire 
From EAA.org/news 

December 8, 2011 – Fire swept through several 

T-hangars at the Greater Cumberland Regional 

Airport in Wiley Ford, West Virginia, late 

Wednesday night, destroying eight aircraft and 

damaging two others, along with motorcycles and 

other vehicles, according to a report in the 

Cumberland Times-News. 

Airport Manager Terry Malone said the 

destroyed aircraft included two Beech Bonanzas, a 

Cessna 182, Aeronca Champ, Bellanca Viking, Piper 

Colt, J-3 Cub, and a gyrocopter. A Cessna 172 was 

severely damaged and another 182 was slightly 

damaged, he said. 

Cause of the fire, which eight volunteer fire 

companies responded to following a 911 call at 10:53 

p.m. EST, is being investigated by the West Virginia 
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State Fire Marshal‟s Office. Crews were on the scene 

for more than two hours. 

Malone said the fire destroyed 12 T-hangars in 

the 16-hangar area. Unconfirmed reports indicated 

damages could exceed a million dollars, according to 

the report. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

This is the sort of thing we must always guard 

against.  We cannot assume „it won‟t happen to us.‟  

Please be careful with inflammables and heat 

generating items.  Do not allow passengers to smoke 

around our aircraft. 

 

Fuel Surcharge 

Fuel has been pretty stable at $6.48 per 

gallon for December, so Joe Gallagher reports 

that the fuel surcharge will remain the same as 

last month. 
 

 

 
 

 

Winter is a great time to flyéas long as you donõt 
become an ice cube.  Check the weather. 

 

From Your Board of Directors & Staff 

President ï  Gene Fildes 

Treasurer ï  Joe Gallagher 

Secretary ï  Dennis English 

Directors ï  Gary Hardy, Tim Leinbach 

Alt Director ï  Charles Typinski 

Newsletter ï  Dennis English 

Webmaster ï Keyush Rawani 

 

Plane Captains 
 

N5303L ï Rich Husson      N80213 ï Rich Husson 

N6231F ï Dick Kvach   N8114F ï Tim Leinbach 

N2516V ï Charles Typinski 

        

Flight Instructors 

Gene Fildes CFII                 Richard Hebbel CFII 

Tim Leinbach CFII                   Jerry Lowry CFII 

Rob Smith CFII  Ben Sorgen CFII

 


